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I.—Forzian Ponrtics 8 == 


2420. The Indtan Mirror ridicules the story which is going the rounds of Inpuax Mrazon, 


An American sensation. the American papers, and which is eaid to have 7! Sept. 1901. 
a ‘ 


: _ Originated in England, that the Amir of Afghanis- 
tan contemplates an invasion of India. It characterizes the story as 


atrociously false. ‘’he Amir has been arming himself because he wants to be 
fully on his guard against all kinds of external aggression with which 
Afghanistan is threatened, He can never be so ill-advised as to invade India, 
but England, says the writer, would do well to keep herself always on the © 
defensive in India, fully prepared to meet any contingency that might arise. 
The Russian menace to India is daily gaining in shape, and Russia would be 


only too glad to create a disturbance in or near Afghanistan to serve her own 
selfish ends. . | a 


II.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(a}— Police. 


2421. Commenting on the Resolution of the Local Government on the _penaazze, 
The Bengal Polive. administration of the Bengal Police during the 19th Sept. 1901. 
: past ron the Bengalee is afraid that the terms 
employed in summing up the achievements of the police will only strengthen 
the popular impression that they are corrupt and incompetent and not infre- 
quently in league with criminals. If, as the Resolution remarks, the police 
have conspicuously failed in the most important part of their duties, the writer 
is at a loss to know in what respects they have succeeded. 
The requisite success will never be attained until the superior ranks of the 
police are recruited from the natives of the country. If the higher appoint- ; 
ments are kept a close preserve for the relations of high officials, and if the ace He 3 
Department is converted, as it has been, into an asylum for dowbs, then says if 
the Bengalee, complain not of inefficiency nor hope for efficiency. ) 
2422. ‘lhe Bengalee relates the facts of a daring dacoity. which occurred _Benoates, | 
recently at Behala in the 24-Parganas, and says 23rd Sept. 1901. 
thut the frequency of such crimes has thrown the 
odes into great alarm. As the people are 
panic-stricken, the Bengalee appeals to the Government to quarter special police 
on the locality, the cost of which should, of course, not be realized from the 
law-abiding people whose misfortune it is that they are exposed to the depreda- 
tions of the dacoits. 


Lawlessness at Behala, 24-Par- 
ganas. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


2423. The Bengalee draws attention to the vagaries of a young Munsif __Bencatez, 
stationed at Bhanga in Faridpur, who brooks no 7224 Sept. 1901. 
The Munsif of Bhangs, Farid- delay in a pleadcr’s attendance and strikes off cases 
is freely, by which means he is enabled to show a 
clean file. It is said that in one month this officer disposed of fifty contested ie 
title suits—a judicial feat, the art of performing which should be discovered by ie 
a careful examination of the records of some of the cases, = 
If these charges are true, the Bengalee is of opinion that this officer is 
unfit to hold any judicial appointment, and trusts that the District Judge will 
see his way to put a stop to such wanton vagaries. : 


(d)— Education. 


Patriot complains that owing to the want of suitable  auspoo Parator, 

oe ae Big ttt: sy many , students refrain from 19th Sept. 1901. 
Boarding-houses for students. coming to Calcutta to prosecute their studies, It 
suggests that such establishments should be attached to Indian schools and 
Colleges, as in the case of Christian institutions, by which means ero = beat 
results morally and intellectually could be obtained. : I'he writer fin “ y —_ 
mends the subject to the consideration of the University, and re ig .. dy 
that the student community would be gratefulif they undertook the solution 


of the difficulty. 


: : 2 
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95. The Bengake trusts that before final action is taken by the Educa- 
- tional .Conference, Indian edeqntiogel’ experts will 


The Kducational Conference. 


opinions will be duly considered. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Muntctpal Administration. 


9426. The Naihati correspondent of the Bengalse reports that, on the 15th 
instant, a mass meeting was held in the Bhatp, 
—— Bhatpara School to protest against the project of the Local 


| Government to supply the Bhatpara Municipality 
with filtered or unfiltered water, the machinery for which would be too costly, 


and the up-keep of which would be beyond the means of the Munici lity. 


The inhabitants are satisfied with the purity of the river water for drinking 
purposes, 


(9) —Raitlways and Communications, inzluding, Canals aid Irrizat ton. 


2427. The Bengalec is glad to learn that the subject of railway grievances 
will soon form the subject ofa representation to 


Government by the Indian Association. The three 
great inconveniences from which Indian travellers suffer, and to which attention 
hasbeen repeatedly called, are overcrowding in 3rd class carriages, the discourtesy 
to which these passengers are exposed, and the charge levied for food by Railway 
administrations upon the poorest class of passengers from which European 
passengers are exempted. | 

The writer appeals to the Government to order the discontinuance of the 
license fees levied on sweetmeat sellers vending their tbings on railway 
platforms, and the opening of Indians resfreshment-rooms at railway stations. 


Railway grievances. 


(h)— General, 


2428. ‘lhe Indian Mirror reverts yn = case of oe Pog ts hg Diatrict 

: ee Engineer of Purnea, already referred to in this 

of 5, hat spine ag Mg report, and hopes that when the question of grant- 
extension of service. ing him a further extension of service comes up for 
consideration, such members of the District Board as have the courage of their 
convictions, will not yield to Mr. Roberts’ importunities again. If they do, Sir 
John Woodburn is appealed to to put his foot down on an attempt to perpetuate 
a scandalous jobbery. | | 


2429. ‘The Bengalee publishes extracts frum a correspondent’s letter des- 


cribing the condition of tea-garden coolies in Assam 
a coolies and grog- gince the opening of grogshops in the proximity of 
the gardens, and says :— 

‘It 14a most unrighteous, un-Christian proceeding to extract revenue out of 
the degradation of the coolie—to turn him into a beast, in order that the 
Government may profit. What harm would be done if the grogshops in the 
vicinity of the gardens were abolished? None that we can think of, except that 
the Government would be poorer by a few lakhs of rapees, But a Government 
does wrong to make money by contributing to the demoralization of a class, 
whose elevation should be its most sacred concern. We know Mr. Cotton is 
deeply interested in the wellbeing of the coolie; and we appeal to him with con- 
fidence for the removal of these deadly places of vice and temptation.” 

2430. The Amrita Bazar Pairika enters into a lengthy defence of 


a Mr. Pennell against the charges brought against 

Seer him in the Bengal sans re oa to the 
Government of India. It declares, without any fear of contradiction, that 
the Indian public as a whole, as well as many Europeans, will not accept 
Mr. Buckland’s estimate that Mr. Pennell has no sense of justice. As a 


matter of fact, the Lieutenant-Governor and his sul:ordinates whu were abused 


by Mr. Pennell, were not the persons to sit in judgment on him. Their 


course was merely to narrate the facts and circumstances impartially to the 
. Government of India, and leave the latter to draw their own conclusions. 
Analysing the charge that Mr. Pennell had thrice been censured by the 


High Court, in the Mymensingh, Chapra and Noakhali cases, the writer asks 


be invited to give their opinions, and that their | 


( 545 ) 


why no notice of Mr. Pennell’s conduct was taken in 1898, when the Mymen- 
singh case occurred. As for the Chapra: case, it is urged that, if Mr. Pennell 
received a censuré, so did the Government of Bengal and the Chapra officials 
receive & reprimand from the Supreme Government for disgracing their 
high positions in so outrageous a manner. 
he journal then cites instances to prove that worse offences than those 
laid at Mr. Pennell’s door have been condoned in other officers who have-been 
either retained in their appointments or been allowed to leave it with full 
pensions. os | ; 
2431. The Indian Mirror is considerably Surprised at the open hostility 


displayed by the Assam planters towards Mr. 
a . se 
Cotton en Cotton whom they appear sian made up their 

minds to humiliate by all possible means. - It 
reminds them that their language and attitude towards the head of the local 
administration are sure to have their effect upon the natives of India, and 
that, far from acting as Englishmen are expected to act, they are pursuing a 
= bs mg is likely to weaken the prestige of the Government in the eyes 
of the people. 

Had one-half of the objectionable language which the planters are usin 
towards their Chief Commissioner been employed by the people of this country, 
the Mirror is sure that the law of sedition would have eon promptly set .in 
motion against them. It therefore impresses on Englishmen in this country 
that each of them, whatever his position, is responsible for his words and deeds, 
and that the vyreg 4 of the Indian Empire depends in no small measure upon 
the conduct of the Anglo-Indian community ahs, as Englishmen, are not only 
rulers of the people, but their teachers whose example has an educational value. 
It proceeds to discuss the problem whether India is to be governed for Indians 
or for Englishmen, remarking that in this matter England should lay down a 
definite policy for the future. Admitting the value of English capital and 
enterprise for the industrial development of the country, it is urged that such 
capital and enterprise ought not to be allowed to carry exceptional privileges, 
or to embarrass the Government in any way. If India is to be retained, 
justice must be done at any cost, even at the sacrifice of the interests of the 
most clamorous section of the community. The courage of Lord Canning is 
needed to meet the difficulties such as those existing in Assam. 

2432, The Bengalee, though gratified that the Judge of Monghyr, 

Mr. Vincent, has been deputed to enquire into the 

The case of Babu Rash Behari allegations made by Babu Rash Behari Mundle, ex- 

— of Madhepura, Bhagal- Honorary Magistrate, against the Subdivisional 

Officer of Madhepura, is surprised to learn that the 

District Magistrate has recommended the employment of the Government 
Pleader on behalf of the latter officer. 

It also published the petition of the ex-Honorary Magistrate to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and agrees with the memorialist that in the interests of 
justice, it is essentially necessary that the local influence of the Subdivisional 
Officer should be withdrawn, and this only can be done by his transfer, — 
«2483. The Bengalee is surprised that, with the fullest load of taxation on 
| : : the people, with a growing military expenditure, 
mat? Indian budget in Parlia- absorbing one-fourth of the gross revenue of the 
| | Empire, and such other disadvantages, Lord 

George Hamilton could have indulged in the language of optimism in present- 
ing the Indian budget, and emphasised India’s reproductive and recuperative 
agencies, such as railways, canals, &c. It proceeds to show that most of the 
railways were pushed through, not as the means of improving the economic 
condition of the people, but as commercial enterprises and strategic lines of 
communication, can the rest were undertaken as protective works. As such, 
the value of railways has been openly discounted by the Famine Commission 
of 1898, while their profits have been absorbed by the British nation and 
British capital which monopolize the commercial enterprise of India, so that 
what Lord George Hamilton calls the material prosperity of ‘‘ India” is really 
the material prosperity of Englishmen , & very different thin ee : 

Proceeding to criticise the Secretary of State’s argument that, oh. the 
analogy of the United States the trade. of India was prosperous, the writer 
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considers “it is fallacious to argae that conclusions: based on circumstances which 
are so essentially and fundamentally different, should: be the:same:”: Next y he 
finds the Noble Lord’s arguments relating to the increase in the agricultural 
income of the people “ not only specious, but misleading.” The improvement in 
the non-agricultural population described by the Secretary of State is represented 
by the increased wealth of the dominant foreign nation, as: the result of which 
‘Cour own industries have been neglected and starved, the industrial talent of 
the nation has sbrivilled snd pined, and national energy and enterprise have been 
discouraged and weakened...... A development of the coal cegeng A which has 
made the most important advance during the last five years, is looked upon 
by Indians with far different feelings than those which inspire Lord George 
Hawilton - for it means a steady depletion of national capital by a foreign 
nation,” | 

2434, The IJndiwn Mirror has a great deal to say in ridicule of Lord 
George Hamilton’s speech on the Indian budget. 
It describes the debate on the subject as “ that 
hideous mockery,” and the Secretary of State’s speech as ‘‘ heavy.” 

As for the badges itself, it remarks that ‘‘on the strength of deftly-manu- 
factured figures, Lord George Hamilton assures the House that no Indian 
Secretary had ever presented so prosperous a budget, and that India, instead 
of being any the worse for her many troubles and trials, was in the height of 
prosperity and rolling in wealth.” This was sought to be. proved by the 
surplus which is not a sure sign of prosperity ; it is oftener than not, says the 


The Indian budget in Parliament. 


writer, obtained at the cost of popular impoverishment. 


‘How was it that with the revenue in such a flourishing condition, the 
Government found itself unable to remit any portion of the tax on salt which 
presses s0-heavily on the people ; how was it that it had to send the hat round 
the world, asking for financial relief on behalf of the famine-stricken people ; 
how was it that it was baffled in its efforts to raise a loan in the London 
market? If tho Budget Debate was a farce, the Budget itself was a hollow 
sham, filled with a fanciful picture of Indian prosperity, that is as far 
removed from the actual fact as the North Pole is from the South Pole.” 

2435. The Bengalee complains that under the orders of Mr. Samman, the 
Magistrate of Midnapore, the important and useful 
privilege, so long enjoyed by litigants, of being 
represented by Counsel in registration appeal cases, has been done away with. 

2436, The Bengalee reiterates its a complaint that the ministerial estab- 
lishment in the mufassal Courts is underpaid, and 
therefore corrupt. It remarks that it is an officially- 
recognised thing that no work can be got out of the recipients of such low 
salaries without the payment of a regular and fixed bribe. It hopes this condi- 
tion of things will attract the attention of Lord Curzon, and that His Excellency 


will be pleased to direct the necessary reforms being introduced into this" 
important department. Zs | 


“A magisterial whim.” 


Low pay and corruption. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


2437. The Hindoo Patriot continues to receive distressing reports from 
Damage done by the late floode, 2° Mufassal of the damage done by the late floods, 
, ' “ and is informed that the prospects of the crops are 
gloomy. A visit to the affected parts has revealed the intense suffering of the 
people, and there is actual starvation in some families. | 
2438. The. Indian meee learns that the recent flood of ie Rome Be 
only did damage to houses and cattle, but cause 
ve nee Oa tee ley montaliey among men too, the earning 
members of some families having been carried off by it. It shares the hope 


expressed by the Behar Herald that a fund be speedily opened for the allevia- 
tion of the distress. | 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


2439, It is the universal opinion throughout the country, says the Bengalee, 

, - _ tbat the old race of Anglo-Indian giants has become 
Indig’® 9° Of British role in extinct, and that their successors are mere pygmies 
as Compared to them. In the different walks of 
life, it is seen now-a-days that the European seeks the aid of his native 
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subordinate—of course within proper limits, and in the Secretariat, a capable 


Head Assistant influences the Government in this country and occasionally even 


the Secretary of State at home. All this may appear to be evidence of the 
decadence of the Anglo-Indian, but the writer woul perhaps attribute it rather 
to the progress of the Indian, than to the retrogression of the European. 
2440. The following sppests in the Reis and Rayyet of the 21st 
instant :— 
The Bengal Government and the “While the Metropolitan is for hastening th 
of land for a ue. en e 
Se cnO i _ day when all India wil be Christian, the Bengal 
Government is favouring Muhammadanism. It has published a declaration 
under the Land Acquisition Act regarding a piece of land “to be taken 
by Government at the public expense for 4 public purpose, viz., for a site 
for a new Mubammadan mosque in the village of Bamangachi, pargana 
Boro, district Hooghly, sub-district Howrah, in connection with the Chen 
ard project of the East Indian Railway.” There is no definitionof “ pub- 
lie purpose” in the Act. The signature of a Secretary makes a purpose public, 
justifying the application of the Act. As appears from the de ation, the 
engal Government will acquire the land paying for it from the public 
revenues. It is not clear whether the Public Worke Department will be ordered 
to build the mosque after a plan made by the same Department, and be main- 
tained by it at the cost of Government. The mosque cannot be big enough 
for the Lieutenant-Governor to preside or be present atthe laying of the 
foundation stone. : 
The recognition of a religion other thanthe State religion, cannot but be 
welcome to the several creeds to be found in this dominion beyond the seas of 


His Britannic Majesty.” wait a " 
Boer prisoners for India. the Indian Mir a ae —— ee 
T'wo thousand Boer prisoners are at Durban, awaiting transportation. A 
portion of them has embarked in the Auranta for India. We have said before, 
and we say again, that His Majesty’s Government is committing a grave error 
in introducing this disturbing factor into thiscountry. These Boer prisoners 
may prove a source of omg danger to India, and the Government will pro- 
bably find its mistake, when too late. aoe re aes 
2442. The Indian Mirror congratulates the Punjabis on the initiative 
taken by them in the matter of securing reliable 
The Punjabis and the Bengalis information regarding the educational facilities 
tia obtainable in foreign countries, viz., America, Aus- 
tralia, England, France and Japan. Though behind the three presidencies 
of Bengal, Bombay, and Madras in the matter of general education, the Punjab 
has set an example to them all, in respect of social improvement. Even of reli- 
gious progress it stands out as the pioneer, and its Arya Samaj has eclipsed 
every other Hindu religious organization of the present time. 

What, therefore, appears to be the need of Bengal is, according to the 
Indian Mirror, a system of education which will advance both the spiritual and 
materal prospects of the country, a greater adherence to its religious teachings 
which in the struggle to obtain political advance has been overlooked. 


OFFICE OF THE INSPR.-GENERAL 
oF Pouice, L. P., H. B. St. LEGER, 


Wairers’ Burpines, | Asst.to the Inspr.-General of Police, L. P. 
The 28th September 1901. J 
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